Angioedema and swellings of the orofacial region.
Patients may have various forms of angioedema and require dental treatment which can cause or contribute to the onset of an episode of angioedema. This paper seeks to highlight the causes and the management of this serious condition. An outline of the different types of angioedema is given here, along with three case reports which illustrate treatment and management. Three patients who presented to an Oral Medicine clinic with angioedema are presented to illustrate various types of angioedema and the different contributing factors that precipitated episodes of the condition. The three patients were all investigated for biochemical and allergic factors which may have caused their disease. Both drugs and dental materials were shown to be involved in the pathogenesis of angioedema in this short series of patients. Dental treatment or the use of some materials may promote or contribute to the disorder. Referral to hospital for specialist care is indicated for certain groups of patients who require invasive dental treatment. The multi-disciplinary team approach in the investigation and management of patients with angioedema is emphasised.